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Excellence in Instrumental Music Education since 1973

Explanation of Assessment for Year 5 Band 
INFORMATION FOR YEAR 4 TEACHERS
Thank you for taking the time to be part of the process of selecting the new year 5 band at your school. The information you provide about your students is invaluable and give the IMP the best chance of developing a successful band at your school. 

The Instrumental music program operates in your schools and approximately 60 others across the ACT. Your primary school has committed to this program you will complete a short assessment for each student about their demonstrated skills. 
There are 5 steps in the construction of the band class. A brief outline of this process is: 
	Step
	Action
	Date

	1
	Assessment for Year 5 Band. A school-based assessment under 4 categories. Completed when students are in year 4, by year 4 classroom teacher
	Term 4 previous year 

	2
	Music perception survey
	Term 1- week 1-3 

	3
	Ranked list provided to schools, highlighting suitable students


	Term 1-week 4

	4
	Offers made and accepted or declined, until there are 16 to 22 band members
	Term 1-week 5

	5
	Allocation of instruments to band members
	Term 1-week 6


As a year 4 teacher, you will be completing the Assessment for year 5 band. Please see the following information for a detailed description of this assessment. This assessment, as well as the whole IMP selection process was reviewed by Dr Anita Collins in 2019. The recommendations from this report have been incorporated into the current process.  
This document is designed to be an information guide, as well as provide you some information about the process of establishing a year 5 band. More information, including the research behind the IMP selection methods can be found on the IMP website. 

Warm regards, 

Joel Copeland
Principal

ACT Instrumental Music Program

Step 1
In week 1 of Term 4, the year 4 classroom teacher will make assessment of all students. Schools will manage how this assessment will take place. It may be completed by one teacher, or a team of year 4 teachers as well as the School Based Teacher (SBT) who will work with the IMP teacher the following year.  This assessment looked at aspects of students regular learning practice and relationships with others. The criteria for this assessment is listed below. Please complete and return this assessment to the IMP.  
Assessment for year 5 band class (completed by year 4 classroom teacher)
Each of the following criteria can be assessed using 5 levels of achievement. The 5 levels are limited, partial, satisfactory, high or excellent achievement. In general:

· limited achievement means the student is not yet displaying that skill
· partial achievement is where the student can display the skill when the teacher explicitly asks for and reminds frequently about the expected skill

· satisfactory achievement is the student displaying that skill on a regular basis, with teacher reminder and support

· high achievement is where the student can display the skill with little teacher reminder or support

· excellent achievement is the student always displaying that skill without teacher reminder. 
Please use the following information as a guide for what each criterion is looking for you to respond to. 
Work habits 

In this criterion we ask classroom teachers to assess the students’ ability to:

· Positively accept a learning challenge
· Persevere with new and more difficult concepts and tasks 

· Show resilience in learning 

· Respond to correction and modification in learning 

Using the 5 levels of achievement please make an on-balance judgment of where each student is achieving currently. 
Group Etiquette

Classroom teachers are asked to identify students who can:

· maintain self-discipline and impulse control in classroom situations 
· contribute positively to efforts of the team
· show leadership and support in helping others around them to learn
Reading skills

Using the 5 level achievements please indicate students reading skills. 
Using this criteria, we ask teachers to look at a students:

· Current reading skills

· Ability to decode new and increasingly difficult texts

· Wiliness to attempt new reading tasks

· Ability to preserver when the learning is complex or difficult 
Independent learning at home
Classroom teachers are asked to identify students who display the following:

· Organised and prepared for learning
· have required resources for the day i.e. required school uniform, hat and jumper, water bottle, books, any other item from home (craft project/ sharing session) 
· Arrives to school having completed home reading and other home task if required.
Once this report is completed by the classroom teacher and returned to the IMP, Step 2 can commence in the new year. The report will be returned to the School Principal along with the result of Step 2. 
Step 2
A music perception survey is administered early in Term 1 by the IMP staff to ALL students in Year 5.  The best time for this to take place will be coordinated with your school in the new year. 
The survey is designed to determine the student’s ability to hear different sounds of notes, melodies and rhythms. This survey is only one of the equally important criteria used for selection of students for the Year 5 Band Class. The music survey result creates 60% of the overall score, the skills listed by the year 4 teacher make up the last 40% of the total score. This survey will be scored by the IMP teacher. Using this survey in conjunction with the Assessment for Year 5 Band Class previously completed by Year 4 classroom teachers, will be used by the IMP teacher will compile a ranked list of student names for consideration by the School Principal and classroom teachers.

The administration of the survey is at your school’s discretion. Schools may choose to administer the survey as a year cohort in a large space in the school, or they may choose to run multiple sessions for class groups in smaller settings. IMP staff will be present at all these sessions and will arrange a catch-up session for any students who may have been absent on the day. Schools will inform families when the survey is planned to take place. If you have any questions about the running of this survey, please contact your school to discuss. 
Step 3

From the ranked list provided by the IMP teacher, each school will create a short-list of 16 to 23 students, and a list of reserves to whom offers of Band Class membership may be made. These offers will be made at the beginning of Term 1 (Year 5) after all students have completed the music perception survey and are included in the ranked list.

It is the policy of the IMP to make places available only to students who have not and are not otherwise receiving band instrument tuition privately. The goal of the program is to provide the opportunity of instrumental music learning to students who may not otherwise receive it. The IMP also understands that if students are already undertaking private tuition such students would not benefit from having two teachers, nor is it the aim of the IMP to remove the livelihood of private tutors. Such students would not necessarily be of benefit to the IMP Band Class but would certainly be of benefit to the School Band where such a group operates. This will provide for them the same performance opportunities as Band Class members and augment their private tuition. In many schools the School Band is made up from the members of the Band Class plus any other student who can join in on an appropriate instrument. Members of our primary school Band Classes are not encouraged to seek private tuition to maintain homogeneity within the Band Class and across the system as a whole.

The school will send letters to the parents of the students on the short list extending the offer of a position in the Year 5 Band Class. Included in the school’s letter should be details of how the child’s regular schedule may be affected by withdrawal for the Band Class and the cost of the activity as determined by the school. The letter will include a return slip that indicates that the parents and student understand the commitment that is involved and that they either accept or decline the offer. Where a student declines, a further offer will be sent to the next student on the list until such times as the school has up to 23 acceptances. 
Step 4
A meeting of parents, school-based staff, IMP staff and students is held with the parents of the Year 5 students who have accepted positions in the Band Class. This is an opportunity for you to connect with the School Based Teacher (SBT) and the IMP staff member who will be teaching your student. The content of the meeting will be negotiated by the school to what is needed for their cohort. 
This meeting will be advertised through your school, and we encourage your attendance. 

Step 5

After all acceptances have been received, the IMP teacher assigned to the school will meet with the students and allocate instruments to them. IMP teacher will look at things like the student mouth, lips and bite, as well as the student preference to determine which instrument may be most suitable for them. For detailed information about this process, including the key elements IMP staff are looking for please refer to the IMP website. 
After instruments have been allocated, the band class is operational. We encourage you to spend time with your student exploring their instrument and encouraging their practice.
Why should we not include students already taking private lessons on a band instrument in our school’s band classes?

The Instrumental Music Program is not an elite program in that it does not identify existing talent and nurture it. In fact, it is an egalitarian program in that it actively promotes its Band Classes to students who have never had the opportunity to learn a band instrument. There are several reasons for this, all of which are of benefit to the student in one way or another. In no order of importance, the following are the reasons for this policy which has been determined by IMP staff over the IMP’s 50 years of experience with primary school instrumental music classes and many thousands of students.

The Band Class exists to provide an opportunity for students to learn a band instrument. Because the size of a Year 5 Band Class is limited to 23 students, the inclusion of a student who is already having instruction on a band instrument outside school removes the chance to be in the Band Class for another student who has never had the opportunity. A student who is already having lessons at the inception of the Band Class inevitably takes one of two courses of action; they either withdraw from the Band Class inside the two-year commitment period, or they withdraw from their private tuition. In the first case the opportunity for a less advantaged student is permanently lost, as new students cannot be added to the class after one semester. In the second case a source of income to the private teacher is lost, and the IMP believes that private tutors are an important part of the musical framework of the community and does not aim to deplete the source of their livelihood.

1. The IMP staff are instructed to observe the physical characteristics of potential students and determine which of the available instruments offer the best chance of practical success for each individual student. Students already learning an instrument have made a private decision regarding their choice of instrument on several other factors and would expect that they be allocated a position in the Band Class on that instrument. This may not necessarily be the best choice in the opinion of the specialist teacher.
2. The Instrumental Music Program, despite its successes, cannot offer the same degree of personal attention as that which a private tutor can make available. Students under private instruction should, because of the individual attention available, develop their skills at a faster rate than students in the Band Class. If a student who has a private tutor is also a member of an IMP Band Class, there will be little benefit either to the student or to the Band Class in that membership. There will, however, be benefit to the School Band.

3. Group instruction such as the IMP offers has a different pedagogy than tuition on a one-to-one basis. Neither is more correct than the other, but they are different. For example, a group teaching system requires that all students begin by learning to produce the same initial pitch and series of notes in order that they can play in unison. It is recognised that the first note learned on say a flute in a group situation would not be the same first note learned in private tuition. There can be little benefit to a student who has two different teachers who are teaching the same instrument but in different ways. The resulting confusion in the mind of the student will cause any number of problems.
4. Students who own their own instrument and are having private tuition are an asset to the school in that they can be added to the students from the Band Class to form a School Band. The School Band is a different entity from the Band Class, and it is the School Band (directed by the School Band Director) that undertakes all performances for school functions. The IMP Band Class is NOT the school’s performing ensemble, and with the exception of the IMP’s BANDSTRAVAGANZA and selection for the ACT Primary Concert Band, additional students will have the same performance opportunities with the School Band as do members of the Band Class. The IMP staff will provide the necessary printed music to ensure that this is possible.
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