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Excellence in Instrumental Music Education since 1973


School Based Teachers Information 
Please read this information and use this to teach students to correct cleaning process to limit the spread of germs. 

Woodwind mouthpiece cleaning 
The mouthpiece (flute head joint), Clarinet mouthpieces and saxophone neck crook) are essential parts of wind instruments. As the only parts of these instruments placed either in or close to the musician's mouth, research has concluded that these parts (and reeds) harbor the greatest quantities of bacteria.

Adhering to the following procedures will ensure that these instrumental parts will remain clean for the healthy and safe use of your students. 

Cleaning the Flute/Piccolo Head Joint

Alcohol wipes can be used on the flute's lip plate to kill germs. Flutes and Piccolo should not be shared at this point. 

Using a soft, lint-free silk cloth inserted into the cleaning rod, clean the inside of the head joint.

DO NOT run the head joint under water as it may saturate and eventually shrink the head joint cork.

Cleaning Hard Rubber (Ebony) Mouthpieces

Mouthpieces should be swabbed after each playing and cleaned weekly.

Wipe and dry with paper towel.

Cleaning Saxophone Necks (Crooks)

Swabs are available to clean the inside of the saxophone neck. However, most saxophonists use a flexible bottlebrush and toothbrush to accomplish the same results.

If the instrument is played daily, the saxophone neck should be cleaned weekly (and swabbed out each day after playing).

Use the bottlebrush and mild, soapy water to clean the inside of the neck, (not the body of the instrument!!).

Rinse under running water.
Cleaning Brass Mouthpieces

Mouthpieces should be cleaned fortnightly.
Using a cloth soaked in warm, soapy water, clean the outside of the mouthpiece.
Use a mouthpiece brush and warm, soapy water to clean the inside.
Rinse the mouthpiece and dry thoroughly.
Wipe dry with paper towel.

Mouthpieces can also be wiped with isopropyl swabs.

Other Instruments

String, percussion, and keyboard instruments present few hygienic issues that cannot be solved simply by the musician washing their hands before and after use. 

Students on percussion instruments should use their own sticks where possible and avoid touching their face during rehearsals .

�Information source:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.unlv.edu/music/instrument-hygiene" �https://www.unlv.edu/music/instrument-hygiene�
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