[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]



and their parents

Congratulations on being selected as a percussionist! There is really no more important section in the band because it is with your help that the conductor sets the speed of everything the band plays. It is probably the most difficult section to be in too because, unlike everyone else, you will have to learn to play a number of different instruments – not just one!

A percussionist is NOT just a drummer. Sure, you will have to learn drums, but a true percussionist can play drums, cymbals, xylophone (and marimba and glockenspiel and vibraphone), timpani and 101 other instruments we call auxiliary percussion which add the “spice” to the band’s performance. A band without a percussionist is like a pie without sauce, or a milkshake without the flavouring, or a hamburger without the meat. You have been selected for percussion because we think that you have the talent to make the difference!

You are being loaned a percussion kit. It contains


	A backpack (so you can carry all of this stuff to school)
	A drum practice pad (so you can practice at home without driving everyone mad)
	A pair of drumsticks and a pair of mallets.

	A glockenspiel (so you can practice the “Bell” parts)
	A stand for the pad or for the glock (so you can stand to practise.)
	A music stand for the glock


This kit will be yours for the two years you are in the band class at school. It has a number on it, which looks like “IMP9XXXX”, and the Xs are different on every kit. If you lose (or break) the sticks or mallets you will need to buy your own replacement ones. Ask your band teacher about it – we keep a stock of that stuff here at the office for sale cheap.

When you return the kit to us at the end of Year 6 we expect that ALL of the equipment that is in it will be there. If you have had to replace the sticks, they then belong to us and will be returned with the kit. Your kit will then be issued to someone else who will be starting in Year 5. If anything is missing we will send a bill to your school which will ask you to pay for the replacement bits.

Enjoy learning percussion! You will need to concentrate to remember all of the stuff that your teachers will show you, but it will be worth it – you will make a difference to the band!

Principal – Instrumental Music Program

