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Excellence in Instrumental Music Education since 1973

Assessment for Year 5 Band Class

Explanation of the Selection Process and Criteria

Because of the restricted number of spaces available in each Year 5 Band Class a selection process has been instituted and refined over the more than 40 years of the IMP’s history. It is important that this process be seen to be an homogenous process across all of the schools associated with the IMP and that parents are satisfied that justice is done in all cases. The steps are as follows.
Step 1

During Term 4 a letter from the IMP is made available to all schools for distribution to Year 4 students that explains to parents the Instrumental Music Program and the process required for the selection of students involved. Also during Term 4 an excel worksheet headed “Assessment for Year 5 Band Class” is provided by the IMP to the classroom teachers of Year 4 who are requested to consider the following criteria as they relate to each child.

1. Work habits 

We ask classroom teachers to indicate (with strong, average or developing indicators) the students with greater or lesser ability to accept a challenge AND to persevere with new and perhaps more difficult concepts and tasks. Students who are prepared to make a greater effort should be considered for instruments such as the oboe and, later, the French horn.

2. Group Etiquette

We ask classroom teachers to the students who maintain self-discipline in the class situation and who contribute to efforts of the team. In the selection process the benefit TO THE CLASS of a particular child’s membership must be considered before the benefit to that child. 

3. Reading skills

Classroom teachers should indicate strong, average or developing reading skills. Music reading requires similar skills to other literacy tasks. The IMP staff will consider above average readers for instruments requiring the more rapid reading of music, e.g. flute, clarinet and percussion.
4. Completes Home Tasks

Classroom teachers are requested to indicate a level of parental support that has been observed for the efforts of the child. This criterion is of equal importance to all of the others. This is especially important in the case of students who might be selected to learn larger instruments requiring special transportation.
This report will be provided to the IMP teacher before Step 2 is undertaken. It will be returned to the School Principal along with the result of Step 2.

Step 2

A music perception survey is administered early in Term 1 by the IMP staff to all students in Year 5 and is only one of the equally important criteria used for selection of students for the Year 5 Band Class. This survey will be scored by the IMP teacher and, in conjunction with the “Assessment for Year 5 Band Class” form previously completed by Year 4 classroom teachers, will be used by the IMP teacher to compile a ranked list of student names for consideration by the Principal and classroom teachers.

Step 3

From the ranked list provided by the IMP teacher, each school will create a “short-list” of 16 ~ 22 students to whom offers of Band Class membership may be made. These offers will be made at the beginning of Term 1 (Year 5) after all students have completed the music perception survey and are included in the ranked list.

It is the policy of the IMP to make places available only to students who have not and are not otherwise receiving band instrument tuition privately. Such students would not benefit from having two teachers, nor is it the aim of the IMP to remove the livelihood of private tutors. Such students would not necessarily be of benefit to the Band Class but would certainly be of benefit to the School Band where such a group operates. This will provide for them the same performance opportunities as Band Class members and augment their private tuition. (In many schools the School Band is made up from the members of the Band Class plus any other student who is capable of joining in on an appropriate instrument.) Members of our primary school Band Classes are not encouraged to seek private tuition in order to maintain homogeneity within the Band Class and across the system as a whole.

The school will send letters to the parents of the students on the “short list” extending the offer of a position in the Year 5 Band Class. (There are responsibilities involved with the membership of Band Class membership that earn the student the right to remain in the Band Class.) Included in the school’s letter should be details of how the child’s regular schedule may be affected by withdrawal for the Band Class and the cost of the activity as determined by the school. The letter will include a return slip that indicates that the parents and student understand the commitment that is involved and that they either accept or decline the offer. Where a student declines, a further offer will be sent to the next student on the list until such times as the school has up to 22 acceptances. 
It is important to follow up on students who receive high evaluations and who are not currently learning an instrument and who do not accept the offer. The classroom teacher should do this follow-up. The student who shows extra potential must see that we care enough to encourage them to join the Program.

Step 4

A meeting of parents, school-based staff, IMP staff and students is held with the parents of the Year 5 students who have accepted positions in the Band Class. This meeting can include any or all of the following;

· the financial arrangements between the IMP and the school and between the school and parents, and/or

· an explanation of the IMP and its expectations of the students and parents and/or 

· the allocation of instruments to students, and/or

Step 5

After all acceptances have been received, the IMP teacher assigned to the school will meet with the students and allocate instruments to them. As a general rule the following are some of the aspects of an individual’s physical characteristics that influence the degree of success on an instrument. (Note that these are in no way a guarantee of success or that we do not believe that there are never any exceptions to the rule. The characteristics listed below are the result of the experience of the IMP staff and of research into the matter overseas.)
1) Flute

a) The upper lip should not have a peak or bead in the centre. This kind of upper lip formation makes the production of a good flute tone very difficult.

b) Lips should not be too thick.

c) Even teeth are an advantage.

d) Arms should be long enough to hold the flute up easily.

e) The little finger of the left hand should reach the G# key easily.

f) The upper lip should not be too short to form the correct embouchure

2) Clarinet

a) The hands and fingers must be large enough to cover the tone holes and reach the keys.

b) A physique large enough to allow the student to hold the instrument is desirable.

c) The little fingers of both hands must be able to reach easily the E and B keys of the clarinet.

d) Even upper front teeth are desirable.

e) Sharp and jagged lower front teeth are undesirable.

f) An underbite is undesirable.

3) Oboe

a) Lips of average thickness are desirable. Lips that are extremely thick or thin may cause difficulties.

b) The upper and lower lips must be able to cover the teeth easily and comfortably in curling them over the teeth to form an embouchure.

c) An underbite is undesirable.

d) Hands and fingers must be large enough to cover the tone holes and hold the instrument properly.

e) The player should have good pitch discrimination (as will be revealed from the Music Perception Survey in Step 1).

f) Well-coordinated fingers and good manual dexterity are desirable.

g) Because the oboe is a solo instrument, a student with self-confidence and determination is desirable.

4) Brass
a) Straight even teeth are desirable.

b) A slight overbite is not a major problem.

c) An underbite is undesirable.

d) Orthodontics are not an insurmountable problem.

e) Above average pitch discrimination is desirable for trombone players.

f) A large jaw and large lips are more desirable for trombone, euphonium and tuba than for trumpet.

g) Long arms (to reach the lower positions) desirable for trombone.

h) A physique large enough to allow the student to handle the instrument is desirable for euphonium and tuba. (While not exactly a physical characteristic, parental support for the transport of these larger instruments is also an advantage.)

5) Percussion

a) Highly developed manual dexterity and physical coordination are desirable.

b) A good sense of rhythm is essential (as will be revealed from the Music Perception Survey in Step 1).

c) This is most definitely NOT a section for “others”.

Step 6

From this point onwards the new Year 5 Band Class is operational.

Why should we not include students already taking private lessons on 
a band instrument in our school’s band classes?

The Instrumental Music Program is not an elite program in that it does not identify existing talent and nurture it. In fact it is an egalitarian program in that it actively promotes its Band Classes to students who have never had the opportunity to learn a band instrument. There are a number of reasons for this, all of which are of benefit to the student in one way or another. In no order of importance, the following are the reasons for this policy which has been determined by IMP staff over the IMP’s 40 years of experience with primary school instrumental music classes and many thousands of students.

The Band Class exists to provide an opportunity for students to learn a band instrument. Because the size of a Year 5 Band Class is limited to 22 students, the inclusion of a student who is already having instruction on a band instrument outside school removes the chance to be in the Band Class for another student who has never had the opportunity. A student who is already having lessons at the inception of the Band Class inevitably takes one of two courses of action; they either withdraw from the Band Class inside the two-year commitment period, or they withdraw from their private tuition. In the first case the opportunity for a less advantaged student is permanently lost, as new students cannot be added to the class after one semester. In the second case a source of income to the private teacher is lost, and the IMP believes that private tutors are an important part of the musical framework of the community and does not aim to deplete the source of their livelihood.

1. The IMP staff is instructed to observe the physical characteristics of potential students and determine which of the available instruments offer the best chance of practical success for each individual student. Students already learning an instrument have made a private decision regarding their choice of instrument on a number of other factors and would expect that they be allocated a position in the Band Class on that instrument. This may not necessarily be the best choice in the opinion of the specialist teacher.

2. The Instrumental Music Program, despite its successes, cannot offer the same degree of personal attention as that which a private tutor can make available. Students under private instruction should, because of the individual attention available, develop their skills at a faster rate than students in the Band Class. If a student who has a private tutor is also a member of an IMP Band Class there will be little benefit either to the student or to the Band Class in that membership. There will, however, be benefit to the School Band (see 5 below).

3. Group instruction such as the IMP offers has a different pedagogy than tuition on a one-to-one basis. Neither is more correct than the other, but they are different. For example, a group teaching system requires that all students begin by learning to produce the same initial pitch and series of notes in order that they can play in unison. It is recognised that the first note learned on (say) a flute in a group situation would not be the same first note learned in private tuition. There can be little benefit to a student who has two different teachers who are teaching the same instrument but in different ways. The resulting confusion in the mind of the student will cause any number of problems.
4. Students who own their own instrument and are having private tuition are an asset to the school in that they can be added to the students from the Band Class to form a School Band. The School Band is a different entity from the Band Class, and it is the School Band (directed by the School Band Director) that undertakes all performances for school functions. The Band Class is NOT the school’s performing ensemble, and with the exception of the IMP’s BANDSTRAVAGANZA and selection for the ACT Primary Concert Bands, additional students will have the same performance opportunities with the School Band as do members of the Band Class. The IMP staff will provide the necessary printed music to ensure that this is possible.
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