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Excellence in Instrumental Music Education since 1973

Assessment for Ukulele Class

Explanation of the Selection Process and Criteria

Because of the restricted number of spaces available in each IMP Class a selection process has been instituted and refined over the more than 40 years of the IMP’s history. It is important that this process be seen to be an homogenous process across all of the schools associated with the IMP and that parents are satisfied that justice is done in all cases. The steps are as follows.
Step 1

During Term 4 a letter from the IMP is made available to all schools for distribution to students that explains to parents the Instrumental Music Program and the process required for the selection of students involved. Also during Term 4 a form headed “Assessment for IMP Class” is provided by the IMP to the classroom teachers who are requested to consider the following criteria as they relate to each child.

1. Work habits 

We ask classroom teachers to indicate (with strong, average & developing indicators) the students with greater or lesser ability to accept a challenge AND to persevere with new and perhaps more difficult concepts and tasks. 
2. Group Etiquette

We ask classroom teachers to indicate (with strong, average & developing indicators) the students with who maintain self-discipline in the class situation and who contribute to efforts of the team. In the selection process the benefit TO THE CLASS of a particular child’s membership must be considered before the benefit to that child. 

3. Reading skills

Classroom teachers should indicate strong, average or developing reading skills. Music reading requires similar skills to other literacy tasks. 

4. Completes Home Tasks

Classroom teachers are requested to indicate a level of parental support that has been observed for the efforts of the child (again with strong, average or developing).This criterion is of equal importance to all of the others. 

This report will be provided to the IMP teacher before Step 2 is undertaken. It will be returned to the School Principal along with the result of Step 2.
Step 2

A music perception survey is administered early in Term 1 by the IMP staff to all students in the year group eligible and is only one of the equally important criteria used for selection of students for the fife or recorder Class. This survey will be scored by the IMP teacher and, in conjunction with the “Assessment for IMP Class” form previously completed by classroom teachers, will be used by the IMP teacher to compile a ranked list of student names for consideration by the Principal and classroom teachers.

Step 3

From the ranked list provided by the IMP teacher each school will create a “short-list” of 20 ~ 25 students to whom offers of IMP Class membership may be made. These offers will be made at the beginning of Term 1 after all students have completed the music perception survey and are included in the ranked list.

It is the policy of the IMP to make places available only to students who have not and are not otherwise receiving fife, ukulele or recorder tuition privately. Such students would not benefit from having two teachers, nor is it the aim of the IMP to remove the livelihood of private tutors. Such students would not necessarily be of benefit to the IMP Class but would certainly be of benefit to the School Ensemble where such a group operates. This will provide for them the same performance opportunities as IMP Class members and augment their private tuition. 
The school will send letters to the parents of the students on the “short list” extending the offer of a position in the IMP Class. Included in the school’s letter should be details of how the child’s regular schedule may be affected by withdrawal for the IMP Class and the cost of the activity as determined by the school. The letter will include a return slip that indicates that the parents and student understand the commitment that is involved and that they either accept or decline the offer. Where a student declines, a further offer will be sent to the next student on the list until such times as the school has up to 25 acceptances. 
It is important to follow up on students who receive high evaluations and who are not currently learning an instrument and who do not accept the offer. The classroom teacher should do this follow-up. The student who shows extra potential must see that we care enough to encourage them to join the Program.

Step 4

A meeting of parents, school-based staff, IMP staff and students is held with the parents of the students who have accepted positions in the IMP Class. This meeting can include any or all of the following;

· the financial arrangements between the IMP and the school and between the school and parents, and/or

· an explanation of the IMP and its expectations of the students and parents and/or 

· the allocation of instruments to students, and/or

· a performance by the current IMP Class.

Step 5

After all acceptances have been received, the IMP teacher assigned to the school will meet with the students and allocate instruments to them. 
Step 6

From this point onwards the new IMP ukulele class is operational.
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